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1. Ontario Waste Trends

2. Performance Against Provincial Targets

3. Municipal Waste Challenges
a. Disposal
b. Costs
c. Legislative Reform
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TRENDS – WASTE GENERATION
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Indicator Trend 
Since 
2017

Total Waste 
Generation 
(tonnes)

Increased 
by 7% or 
801,806 
tonnes

Per Capita 
Waste 
Generation 
(kg/capita)

Increased 
by 3% or 
18.21 
kg/capita



TRENDS - DISPOSAL
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Indicator Trend 
Since 
2017

Total 
waste 
disposed 
(tonnes)

Increased 
by 6% or 
409,391 
tonnes

Per capita 
waste 
disposed 
(kg/capita)

Increased 
by 2% or 
14.55 
kg/capita



TRENDS - DIVERSION
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Indicator Trend 
Since 
2017

Total 
waste 
diverted 
(tonnes)

Increased 
by 9% or 
311,414 
tonnes

Per capita 
waste 
diverted 
(kg/capita)

Increased 
by 5% or 
13.7 
kg/capita



TRENDS - REFILL AND REUSE
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Share of refillable alcoholic beverage containers (excluding kegs) in Ontario 



DIVERSION RESULTS VS. PROVINCIAL 
TARGETS
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MUNICIPAL CHALLENGES – DISPOSAL
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Diminishing Disposal Capacity

Based on current estimates Ontario has 
only 10 years of disposal based on 
current disposal rates

Dependency on US Landfills
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Note generally all Ontario private landfills are accepting their annual 
maximum capacity 



MUNICIPAL CHALLENGES – COSTS
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• Significant increases across the board – collection, 
recycling, disposal for both hazardous and non-
hazardous waste 

• A recent survey of proposals for the collection and 
management of household hazardous waste household 
hazardous found cost increases of anywhere between 
44% and 300%.  



MUNICIPAL CHALLENGES – LEGISLATIVE
• Transition producer responsibility (outcomes-based)

o Fundamental shift for municipal governments (role, services, infrastructure, planning)

o Complications given what is obligated and what isn’t and the role municipalities still play in an 
integrated waste management system

• Requirements on landfill capacity

o Proposed new federal requirements on landfills (e.g., measurement and infrastructure)

o Ability for municipalities to veto new landfill developments outside of their boundary in an 
adjacent municipality
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MUNICIPAL 
CHALLENGES – 
LEGISLATIVE

• Greater focus on plastic waste and 
organic

o Federal initiatives include a role for 
municipalities to report on plastic waste

o Provincial Food & Organic Waste Policy 
Statement which requires more municipal 
governments and businesses to have 
source separation programs in place
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NAVIGATING THE PATH FORWARD

• Considerations:
o Ensuring access stable long-term disposal capacity and seeking ways to 

decrease disposal needs
o Ensuring efficacy of provincial policies
o Adjusting planning to account for producer led diversion programs
o Preparing for greater potential reporting requirements related to waste 

management
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Waste Pressures in the Waste 
Management Industry
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Waste 
Management 
Challenges
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Collaboration

Landfills

Embracing 
Technology

Organics
Communication
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Collaboration

Landfills

Embracing 
Technology

Organics
Communication

Challenges in Waste Management 



Embracing Technology

Simcoe County: Asking industry for a technological 
solution to assist in gathering, validating and assessing 
data on waste collection services. 

Anticipated Benefits: 
• database of all carts, 
• measure different carts set out rates, 
• measure weight per cart, 
• monitor contamination, and 
• create waste profile for each serviced collection stop.
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Haliburton County: Collaboration with 3 of 4 area 
municipalities to seek from industry a digital landfill 
card solution for managing landfill access. 

Anticipated Benefits: 
• simplified user access, 
• reduction in admin costs, 
• supports seasonal residents, and 
• provides data for service planning.

Technology is 
becoming more 

available to streamline 
operations and reduce 

administrative 
overhead.
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Communication
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Communication
33

Source: shopequo.com

It’s getting 
increasingly 

challenging to 
know what’s fact 

vs. fiction.



Communication
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Use 
understandable 

metrics and 
visuals to increase 

accountability
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Collaboration

Landfills

Embracing 
Technology

Organics Communication

Challenges in Waste Management 



• Curbside collection
• Backyard composters and 

digesters
• In-home countertop units
• Centralized collection
• Multi-faceted approach
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Organics Management

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Source: theseeker.ca 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/philofphotos/227048081/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/etcher/4523048718
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Landfills

• Maximize remaining space:  Restrict 
disposal of bulky items like mattresses, 
furniture and construction waste. 

• New capacity is expensive and it isn’t 
easy to get.
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Understand the 
value of landfill 

space to support 
future programs 
and initiatives.
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Collaboration

Landfills

Embracing 
Technology

Organics
Communication

Challenges in Waste Management 



Collaboration

Infrastructure Sharing

Municipal Collaboration 
Examples
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Collaboration
41

Circular 
Economy

Source: Guelph.ca



01 Rising operational costs for waste 
collection, processing and disposal.

Limited landfill capacity and high 
costs for new infrastructure.

01

02
Reluctance to change behaviour and 
reduce more waste requiring 
management.

Improve cost efficiency and 
long-term planning.

02

03

Enhance and/or expand waste 
diversion programs where feasible.
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Limited resources and lack of scale 
to make changes.04

03 Promote community 
accountability and reduce and 
spreading of misinformation.

04 Foster regional collaboration to 
share resources and expertise.

Key Pressures: Municipal Goals:

Considerations for the Future
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